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Abstract : Vocabulary are needed to expand the students’ capability to 
understand about new ideas. Lack of vocabulary definitely makes the process 
of communication difficult. The purpose of this research is to investigate 
whether or not the use of English pop songs is effective in teaching vocabulary 
to the eighth grade students of SMPN 16 Pontianak. In this research, writer 
employs the measurement technique to measure the students’ vocabulary. The 
calculation of students, score by using t-test is 11.83. And based on t-value, it 
is higher than t-table 34 df  (degree of freedom) that is 2.04 in the level 0.05. 
The result of the computation of the significant of the treatment is 2.01.It is 
higher than 0.8 and based on the crtiteria of effectiveness, it is categorized as 
high or effective research finding. In the other words, the English Pop Songs in 
an effective media to teach vocabulary. It can increase the students’ vocabulary 
mastery significantly. 
  
Abstrak : Kosakata dibutuhkan untuk mengembangkan kemampuan siswa 
dalam memahami ide-ide baru. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk meneliti 
apakah benar atau tidak penggunaan dari lagu-lagu pop Bahasa Inggris efektif 
dalam mengajarkan kosakata Bahasa Inggris kepada siswa kelas delapan 
SMPN 16 Pontianak. Dalam penelitian ini, penulis menerapkan teknik 
pengukuran untuk mengukur penguasaan kosakata siswa. Penghitungan dari 
nilai siswa menggunakan t-test adalah 11,83. Dan berdasarkan pada nilai t, 
lebih tinggi dari pada t-table 34 df (degree of freedom) yaitu 2,04 pada tingkat 
0,05. Hasil dari penghitungan pasti pada pengajaran siswa adalah 2,01. Hal 
tersebut lebih tinggi dari 0,8 dan berdasarkan padar kriteria dari keefektifan, 
hal tersebut dikategorikan sebagai lebih tinggi atau hasil penelitian tersebut 
efektif. Dengan kata lain, lagu-lagu pop Bahasa Inggris adalah media yang 
efektif dalam mengajar kosakata Bahasa Inggris secara berarti. 
 
 
owadays, English is the world’s most important language. Many people in the world 
speak English as the first, second, or foreign language. It has rich verbal art. Great 
works in science is influenced by English. The major role in international commerce and 
culture has made English the most frequently taught second and foreign language in the 
world. It is international language that everyone needs to be able to speak and understand 
in this global era. The fact is most students in country English for foreign language get 
difficulty to comprehend English whether in reading, speaking, writing, and listening. 
     N 
Basically, they can not understand English because they do not know the meaning of 
words in sentences.  
Junior High School students should have competence to understand and 
comprehend various kinds of texts like descriptive or narrative text. But many students 
are poor in that competence because they lack vocabulary. To make the data valid, the 
researcher did an observation fisrt before do the experiment. Some data are taken in form 
of list of score from their examination about the competence of responding and 
comprehending the meaning of kind of texts. Most of the students gain low score for their 
examination. From the interview that the researcher had done, the students admit that the 
problem is mostly because they don’t understand the meaning of words. The valid score 
that the researcher took is put in appendix III.  
Vocabulary takes the main role to understand language. When we provide the 
appropriate words, language is easy to understand and make the process of 
communication is easier. Speakers who has a very good vocabulary obviously can say 
things in more subtly different ways. Vocabulary are needed to expand the students’ 
capability to understand about new ideas. Lack vocabulary definitely makes the process 
of communication is difficult. Most students in eighth grade of SMPN 16 Pontianak are 
poor in English especially in English vocabulary. For instance when the researcher did 
her teaching practice there, many of them do not know the meaning of word “mountain” 
in a particular text. It is proven when the teacher give them a descriptive text titled “ 
Mountain “, many of them still asked the teacher what the meaning of mountain is. It is 
something that need to consider because basically the Junior High School students should 
have known the meaning of word “mountain”. They should have learned that word in 
elementary school. Probably they have learned the word in elemantary school but the way 
that they learn vocabulary not help them to remember the vocabulary in long term 
memory. This weakness makes them do not know the meaning of many of words. The 
other problem is that students have no motivation to learn. Motivation is the big issue that 
the teachers are facing nowadays. No motivation makes them lose interest and desire to 
learn  English. Therefore the researcher provides the English pop song to teach 
vocabulary to the eight grade students of SMPN 16.  
Video clips of English pop songs is the media to teach them. The lyrics of songs 
is included in the videos, thus the students can see the lyrics while they hear and see the 
video clip. Here the researcher want to teach vocabulary to the students while they can 
use their musical inteligence to learn vocabulary. Gardner in Lenka (2011 : 16) states that 
human does not possess only a single inteligence but a range of inteligences, each with its 
own observable and measurable abilities. For instance, bodily-kinesthetic inteligence, 
interpersonal inteligence, intrapersonal inteligence, naturalistic inteligence, existensial 
inteligence, moral inteligence, and musical inteligence. As Lenka (2011 : 16) says, 
“musical inteligence is the ability to enjoy, recognize, perform, and compose musical 
pieces and have sensitivity to rhythm and pitch,” thus it is clear that everyone has musical 
inteligence. Music also has social and emotional benefits because the students gain 
confidence in using English by sing the song. 
The researcher chooses two songs from Westlife and Bruno Mars as the pop 
songs to teach the students for some reasons. First, the message of almost all of its songs 
are well delivered. The lyrics of the songs are appropriate and have a valuable meaning to 
teach the students. It has moral values like believe in God, love, respect, and never give 
up. Second, the tone of its songs tend to the slow tone so that the students can listen 
carefully to the lyrics. Third, there are some of the official video clips are provided by the 
lyrics. Thus the students can see the videos included the lyrics while they hear the song. 
Therefore, the research is expected to be effective to used in teaching vocabulary to the 
eighth grade students of SMPN 16 Pontianak.  
In every skill whether it is reading, listening, speaking, or writing, vocabulary is 
very important. It is very important because in reading we need vocabulary to understand 
and comprehend all of text that we read. In listening we need to understand all of 
utterances that we hear. In speaking, we need amount of vocabulary to speak up. And in 
writing, we need to know much of vocabulary to expand what we write. Richards (2001 
:4) says that vocabulary is one of the component of the language and one of the first thing 
applied linguists turned their attention to. Meanwhile, Hornby in Pavicic (2008 : 48) said 
that vocabulary is : 
1. Total number of words, which (with rules for combine them) make up the language. 
2. (Range of) words known to or used by a person in trade, profession, etc. Vocabulary 
is a sum or stock of words employed by a language; group, individually or in work, 
in relation to a subject.  
From the definition above, the writer may conclude that vocabulary is list of 
words that have meanings that are used to communicate. Students need to consider about 
their vocabulary to enhance their capability in english in every skill. Students in junior 
high school of country english for foreign language, in this condition in SMPN 16 
Pontianak get difficulty in understanding and comprehending  english because of lack of 
vocabulary. When students don’t understand about what they read and hear, the impact is 
in speaking and writing. The process of learning will  make them bored and the 
objectives of students learning is hard to achieve. Teaching, as conventionally understood 
by a traditional teacher is the act of transferring information to the students in the 
classroom. But modern educators have another idea about teaching. Teaching for them is 
not merely to transfer knowledge but to cause the children to learn and acquire the 
desired knowledge, skills and also desired ways of living in the society. The main aim  of 
teaching is to help the student to respond to their environment in an effective way. Brown 
(1980 : 7) states , “Teaching is showing or helping someone to learn how to do 
something, giving instruction, guiding the knowledge, causing to know or to understand”.  
Vocabulary is a large group of words that has meaning that used by people to 
communicate both oral and written. Teaching vocabulary to English for foreign learner is 
very important because vocabulary is a breath of lamguage. “Vocabulary needs to be met 
and recycled at intervals, in different activities, with the knowledge and new connections 
developed each time the same words met again” (Cameron, 2001 : 84).  
     The following is the importance of vocabulary based on Graves  (2006 : 7) : 
1. Vocabulary knowledge is one of the best indicators of verbal ability. 
2. Vocabulary difficulty strongly influences the readibility of text. 
3. Teaching vocabulary can imrpove reading comprehension for both native English 
speakers and English learners. 
4. Disadvantaged students are likely to have substantially smaller vocabularies than their 
more advantaged classmates. 
5. Learning English vocabulary is one of the most crucial task for English learners. 
6. Lack of vocabulary can be a crucial factor underlying the school failure of 
disadvantaged students.   
      Particularly in the skill of reading, Alexander in her article in Scholastic blog, 
states that vocabulary is critical to reading success for three reasons : 
a. Comprehension improves when you know what the words mean. Since 
comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading, you cannot overestimate the 
importance of vocabulary development. 
b. Words are the currency of communication. A robust vocabulary improves all areas of 
communication — listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
c. How many times have you asked your students or your own children to “use your 
words"? When children and adolescents improve their vocabulary, their academic 
and social confidence and competence improve, too. 
Music and songs play an important role in the world and the lives of teenagers and 
young people. Each person listens to songs and most people enjoy it. When the songs is 
used to teach English, it has social and emotinal benefits because the students are gaining 
confidence in using the second language through music and thus do not face the same 
kinds of performance pressures found in formal language learning (Tabassum, 2006 : 
222). Schunk in Tabassum (2006 : 222) emphasizes that studies that have implemented 
the use of  music in bilingual and ESL classroom have found that sounds, words, phrases 
and sentences of the second language may suddenly pop out in the subsconcious even 
without the presence of any musical stimulus and ring insistently in the student’s head, or 
may be deliberately retrieved, repeated, analyzed and associated with certain situations 
and experiences within the memory. Therefore, music and songs have a legitimate part in 
teaching language especially vocabulary. 
Songs create a relaxed and fun atmosphere in the classroom and often include lots 
of repetition, rhyme, and large chunks of language which are more memorable. Thus, 
Lenka (2011 : 21) says that using songs in language classroom is highly motivational and 
effective device in learning a foreign language. She also defines that the use of music and 
song in the classroom can stimulate very positive associations to the study of a language, 
which otherwise may be seen as a difficult and frustrating task. Music is everywhere, in 
restaurants, cafes,  at shopping centres, in the cars, and so many places.  
 
 
METHOD OF RESEARCH 
In order to find the answer of the research problem and test the hypothesis, the 
appropriate method, technique and tools of data collecting are really needed. This part 
concerns with the form of the research, research population and sample, techniques and 
tools of data collecting, the validity and the reliability, the difficulty and discriminating 
power of research items analysis, data analysis, and the researh procedure. 
 
Form of Research 
Research is the orderly investigation of a subject matter for the purpose of adding 
knowledge. In finding the answer to the research problem, the appropriate method should 
be used. This is very important because method is way to solve the problem. In this 
research, the researcher used a pre-experimental study, where the form used is one group 
pre-test – post-test design. The form of experimental study as follows : 
O1                                             T                                       O2 
 
Note : 
O1               : Pre –Test 
T                : Treatmeant 
O2                     : Post – test 
‘O’ denotes an observation of performance. Such observation may consist of tests that are 
administered to students. Note that observations ‘O1’ is obtained before the introduction 
of the treatment conditions (pre-test). O2 is done after completion of the treatment period 
(post-test). The symbol ‘T’ denotes the major treatment condition that is being studied 
(teaching vocabulary through the English pop songs). There are two treatments in this 
research. It may be a particular instructional treatment or method of teaching, a type of 
organizational structure, or some other intervention that is being studied. 
a. Population 
            Brown (2001:1) states “ population is the entire group that is of interest in study. 
Population is the whole object of research which may consist of human being, things, 
plants, phenomenon, test score or events which have certain characteristic as data 
resources in a research. The population may be all the individuals of a particular type or 
more restricted part of that group.  
The population of this research is the eighth grade students of SMPN 16 
Pontianak in academic year 2013/2014, which consists of 346 students of ten classes. 
202 students female and 144 students male. 
b. Sample  
Sample is part of population which is used as the source of real data of the 
research. Cohen (2005:92) states that sample is the smaller group or subset of the total 
population as representative of the total population. In this research, the writer took the 
sample by used single class. The writer chose class I with 35 students as the sample of 
this research because class I in SMP 16 Pontianak was one of the lowest class in learning 
English based on the data taken by the researcher when observation. 
 
 Research Procedure 
a. The Preparation of Research 
b. Test Arrangement 
The test consist of 30 items (15 items for multiple choices and 15 items for fill 
the blank). 
c. Try Out 
The try out will be administered before the pre-test, post-test and treatment 
given. The try out will be given to the class H which consist of 34 students. 
                        The Implementation of the Research : 
i. Giving try out of the test items to the eighth grade students of SMPN 16 Pontianak 
(class 8th  H). 
ii. Analysing the result of the try out. 
iii. Giving out the valid and reliable pre-test. 
iv. Conducting the treatments. The researcher treats the students in two times.  
v. Giving out the post-test items. 
vi. Analysing the test result/findings. 
vii. Technique of Data Analysis 
a. Pre test  
The teacher measures the students’ ablility in their vocabulary by 
giving them pre test. The pre test will be given in written test in a worksheet.  
               b.  Treatment  
 1) The teacher explained about the important of vocabularies for skill of 
reading, listening, speaking, and writing. 2) The teacher devided the students in 
class for seven groups of five and play the videos of english pop songs (I Have a 
Dream and Today My Life Begins) for once. 3) The teachers gave the worksheet 
of I Have a Dream / Today My Life Begins to the students. 4) The students 
worked in groups to find : a) The good message that the students notice from the   
lyrics and wrote it in one short paragraph. b) Three moral values in the song 
lyrics. c) Ten difficult words and make complex sentences for each words. 3) 
After the students done with their worksheet, the students will discussed their 
answer with the other groups (students) by the teacher’s order. The teachers 
played the videos again for once and the students may sing the song. 4) The 
students may ask and discuss with the teacher about the difficulties in 
comprehend the message, moral values, or difficult words. 5) The rest of time, the 
teacher asked the students to comprehend the message of the song while they hear 
and sing the song. 6) The teacher closes the class.  
c.Post Test 
Teacher gave post test to measure the effectiveness of teaching vocabulary 
using westlife video. The test given in written form. 
 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
After conducting  a research to find out the effectiveness of the use of English pop 
song in teaching vocabulary in SMPN 16 Pontianak 2014/2015 academic year, the writer 
got the substantial data for testing the hypothesis and research problems findings. The 
data are divided into two categories : try out findings and main research findings. The try 
out findings describe the test items analysis and reliability findings where the validity 
findings of the test items had been examined through the proper construction of the table 
of spesification in the previous chapter. The main research findings consist of the result 
of students’ pre-test and post-test to know the effectiveness of English pop songs in 
teaching vocabulary. 
The writer also serves the discussion about the results findings. It is available in 
the second part of this chapter (Research Discussion). 
 
a. Research Findings 
1. Try out findings 
The try out was conducted on October 6th , 2014. This test was 
administered once because in the first try out, there are no questions that 
should be revised. The try out was attended  by 34 students. The result of the 
try out is available on the table 1. 
 
 
Table 1 
Computation of the students’ Try-out scores 
Students’ Code Score (X) X2 
S5 28 784 
S15 28 784 
S6 27 729 
S22 27 729 
S24 27 729 
S25 26 676 
S31 26 676 
S27 25 625 
S30 25 625 
S33 25 625 
S17 23 529 
S21 22 484 
S34 22 484 
S13 21 441 
S26 21 441 
S2 20 400 
S16 20 400 
S29 19 361 
S3 19 361 
S7 18 324 
S11 18 324 
S1 18 324 
S18 18 324 
S10 15 225 
S8 12 144 
S23 10 100 
S28 10 100 
S32 10 100 
S14 9 81 
S20 9 81 
S12 7 49 
S4 6 36 
S19 6 36 
S7    5 25 
Total ∑X=622 ∑X2=13156 
 
 
Before computing the items analyis, the writer divided the students into two 
groups ; those are High Level Group (HG) and Low Level Group (LG). the dividing of 
the groups is available on the table 2. 
 
 
Table 2 
Item Analysis 
Items HG LG LD 
P=
∑C𝑟
N
 
Qualification DP 
DP= 
𝐻𝐺−𝐿𝐺
 
1
2
N
 
Qualification 
A    1 10 5 0,79 M 0,29 S 
2 10 6 0,70 M 0,23 S 
3 8 4 0,58 M 0,23 S 
4 10 4 0,79 M 0,35 G 
5 10 3 0,67 M 0,41 E 
6 10 4 0,67 M 0,35 G 
7 10 4 0,82 E 0,35 G 
8 10 4 0,67 M 0,35 G 
9 10 3 0,70 M 0,41 E 
10 10 4 0,61 M 0,35 G 
11 9 3 0,58 M 0,35 G 
12 10 4 0,73 M 0,35 G 
13 10 2 0,61 M 0,47 E 
14 9 2 0,58 M 0,41 E 
15 7 2 0,52 M 0,29 S 
B    1 9 3 0,67 M 0,35 G 
2 7 0 0,47 D 0,41 E 
3 8 0 0,47 D 0,47 E 
4 9 4 0,52 M 0,29 S 
5 8 1 0,52 M 0,41 E 
6 6 0 0,41 D 0,35 G 
7 9 1 0,58 M 0,41 E 
8 9 2 0,61 M 0,29 S 
9 10 4 0,70 M 0,41 E 
10 6 0 0,41 D 0,35 G 
11 9 2 0,5 M 0,41 E 
12 9 4 0,52 M 0,29 S 
13 8 0 0,55 M 0,47 E 
14 9 4 0,70 M 0,29 S 
15 7 1 0,47 D 0,35 G 
 
 
Based on the table 2, the writer measured the reliability of test items by 
calculating the standard deviation and finding the Kruder-Richardson (KR21) reliability 
coefficient level. The process of the calculation is as follows :  
Formula of Standard Deviation : 
SD =
√∑𝑋
2 –[
(∑𝒳 )2
𝑁
]
𝑁
 
SD =  
√13156–[
(622 )2
34
]
34
 
SD =√
13156–11378.94
34
 
SD = √
1777.06
34
 
SD =  √52.26 
SD = 7.22 
Mean score of try out :  
X
___
 = 
∑X
N
 
X
___
 = 
622
34
 = 18,29 
Formula for Kuder-Richardson reliability coefficient (KR21) : 
 
              𝐊𝐑𝟐𝟏= 1 – 
𝑀−( 𝐾−𝑀)
𝐾 (𝑆𝐷2)
 
              𝐊𝐑𝟐𝟏 = 1 – 
18.29−( 30−18.29)
30 (7,222)
 
              𝐊𝐑𝟐𝟏 = 1 – 
18.29−( 11.71)
30 (52.12)
 
              𝐊𝐑𝟐𝟏 = 1 – 
6.58
1536.6
 
              𝐊𝐑𝟐𝟏 = 1 – 0.004 
              𝐊𝐑𝟐𝟏 = 0.99 
      
Interpretation : 
 From the value of Kuder-Richardson reliability coefficient (KR21) is 0,99. The 
test items fulfilled “High to very High” classification of test reliability.  
 In conclusion, the test items had been examined and found valid and reliable to be 
given to the research target. Therefore, as soon as the try out findings were collected, the 
writer did the pre-test to the sample research (the eighth grade students [class 8th I] of 
SMPN 16 Pontianak in 2014/2015 academic year). 
 2. Research Findings 
The main research findings mean all the data which were collected from the 
sample of research. In this case are the eighth grade (8th I) students of SMPN 16 
Pontianak. The data were taken from the pre-test and post-test as the quantitative data. 
 
a. Achievement as the quantitative data finding 
Before the writer did the analysis of the achievement of the target students, the 
writer found the results of the students’ pre-test and post-test score. It is shown in table 3. 
 
                                               Table 3 
                          Pre-Test and Post –Test Score 
No. Students’ 
Name 
X1 X2 D 
(X2-X1) 
d2 
     1  DRA             67 87 20 400 
     2         KA             47 67 20 400 
     3             AF             53 67 14 196 
    4  MN             77 87 10 100 
    5  AD             67 80 13 169 
   6  ORH             70 93 23 529 
   7 MIM             47 57 10 100 
   8  Nas             27 60 33 1089 
   9  AM             17 47 30 900 
    10  DFH 50 77 27 729 
    11  NN 70 93 23 529 
    12  MY 67 80 13 169 
    13  FA 40 43 3 9 
    14  IOC 47 67 20 400 
    15  AN 43 73 30 900 
    16  DN 63 83 20 400 
    17  EH 37 60 23 529 
    18  LPS 70 87 17 289 
    19  Apri 40 70 30 900 
    20  MI 50 63 13 169 
    21  Annis 63 83 20 400 
    22  ERAA 33 63 30 900 
    23  Aldil 50 70 20 400 
   24  VAM 40 60 20 400 
   25  SAD 73 83 10 100 
   26  DD 67 83 16 256 
   27  TU 50 60 10 100 
   28  RA 53 73 20 400 
   29  YAP 60 60 0 0 
 The Scores of Pre-test and Post-Test 
Based on the data in table 3, the writer did analysis on the students’ individual score, 
average score (mean), interval score, and the significant of students’ score pre-test and 
post-test. 
1) The students’ individual score pre-test and post-test 
The score can be seen clearly in table 3. The students, individual score of pre-test is in 
column X1 and the students’ individual score post-test in column X2. 
2) The students, average (mean) score of pre-test and post-test analysis 
From all the students’ score on pre-test and post-test, the writer found the mean as follow 
: 
(a) The students’ average score of pre-test 
Formula                  X
___
1 = 
∑ 𝑋1
N
 
Research finding  X
___
1 =  
1891
35
 
     X
___
1 = 54.02 
(b) The students’ average of post-test 
 
Formula                 X
___
2 = 
∑ 𝑋2
N
      
Research findings  X
___
2 = 
2563
35
  
                               X
___
2 = 73.2 
 
 
 
 
Interpretation  
 Based on the result of the mean score of pre-test and post-test, it is clear that the 
pre-test is classified into “poor to average” criteria while post-test is classified as 
“average to good”. 
3) The students’ interval score of pre-test and post-test 
After having the mean for both pre-test and post-test, the writer calculated the students’ 
interval score between the students’ pre-test and post-test. 
Formula Md  = X2̅̅ ̅  −  𝑋1̅̅ ̅ 
             Md = 73.2 – 54.02 
  Md = 19.18 
   30  PIS 63 87 24 576 
   31  TYS 27 47 20 400 
   32  LN 33 83 50 2500 
   33  DDA 80 83 3 9 
   34  CW 83 100 17 289 
   35  TS 67 87 20 400 
 Total ( ∑ ) ∑X1= 1891 ∑X2=2563 ∑d= 672 ∑d2=16036 
4) The significant of students’ interval score of pre-test and post-test analysis 
The significant of the students’ interval of pre-test and post-test can be seen through the t-
test computation is described as follow : 
Formula           t = 
𝑚𝑑
√∑𝑑
2−
(∑𝑑)2
𝑛
𝑛(𝑛−1)
 
  t = 
19.18
√16036−
(672)2
35
35(35−1)
 
t = 
19.18
√16036−
451584
35
35(34)
 
t = 
19.18
√
16036−12902.4
1190
 
t = 
19.18
√
3133.6
1190
 =  
19.18
√2.63
  
t = 
19.18
1.62
  = 11.83  
Interpretation  
 Based on the result of the computation above, the writer found that the value of t-
test is bigger than t-table. The calculation of t-test indicates “11,83” which bigger than 
the t-table at 34 df(degree of freedom) that is 2,04. In conclusion, there is a significant 
difference between the mean score of pre-test and post-test. 
 In order to know how effective English Pop Songs in teaching vocabulary, the 
researcher took the formula of effect size. 
ES = t√
1
𝑛
 
ES = 11.83√
1
35
 
ES = 11.83√0.03 
ES = 11.83 (0.17) 
ES= 2.01 
 A research finding which has the effect size value above than 0,8 is classified as 
the high or effective research finding. In the other words, English Pop Songs had been 
proved by the measurement technique of data collecting as a good media to teach 
vocabulary. These findings also gave the answer for the hypothesis testing. 
5) Hypothesis Testing 
Based on the result of significant difference, it can be concluded that “The use of English 
Pop Songs to teach vocabulary to the Eighth Grade Students of SMPN 16 Pontianak in 
2014/2015 academic year is effective”. Therefore, the null hypothesis (Ho), which stated 
that “The use of English Pop Songs to teach vocabulary to the Eighth Grade Students of 
SMPN 16 Pontianak in 2014/2015 Academic Year is not effective” is rejected and the 
alternative hypothesis is accepted. 
 
B.  Research Discussion 
 Based on the data analysis and the analysis and the research findings, the English 
Pop Songs is an effective media to teach vocabulary. In pre-test, given in October 9th 
2014, it was found that most students had poor vocabulary. 23 students from 35 students 
got score lower than 67 in the pre-test. 
 Before doing pre-test, the researcher did the try out to know the validity and 
reliability of the test items. The try out was held once in  October 6th, 2014) there were no 
items that should be revised.  
In October 11th , 2014 the first treatment was held. The material was about the 
lyrics of I Have A dream song by Westlife. The students listened and watched the video 
of it. The students were working in the worksheet given by the teacher. In this first 
treatment, all of the students were interested in learn vocabulary from the song by finding 
the message, moral value, and words that they didn’t understand. They said that it was 
something new for them in learning English especially English vocabulary in the school. 
They showed their good responses and happy feeling in learning at this session. The 
researcher gave the worksheet to the students that consists of three questions and asked 
the students to work and disccuss in group of five and it was really fun for them. They 
were allowed to use dictionary while they worked with their worksheet. Although they 
worked in group, each students must have their own answersheet. 
 In the second treatment in October 16th, 2014 the material was about the lyrics of 
Today My Life Begins song by Bruno Mars. Like the first treatment, the researcher asked 
the students to work in group of five that they made the days before. First of all, the 
researcher asked them to watch , and then asked the students to work  on the worksheet 
given by the teacher. On the worksheet they found some three questions to find the 
message of the lyrics, find three moral values from the song, find ten difficult words and 
make sentences for each words. While they worked, the teacher played the song once 
without showing the video. At the end of the first and second treatment, the whole 
students discussed the answer. Each group was represented by one student to tell the 
whole class about their answer. After that the researcher gave her explanation to the 
students concerning the lyrics of the song to help students to more comprehend the 
message,moral values, and difficult words from the song. 
After the treatments by using the English Pop Songs, the researcher gave post-test 
that was held in 18th October, 2014. It was to know the effectiveness of the English Pop 
Songs in teaching vocabulary by finding the result of the pos-test scores. Their scores in 
post-test were better than their scores in pre-test. 
 In the post-test, the mean of the students’ score was 73.2 while their mean score 
in pre-test was 54.02. It indicates the students’ vocabulary  mastery increases. Therefore, 
there is a significant development of students’ vocabulary mastery after teaching through 
English Pop Songs. 
 From the effect size calculation (2.01) that is higher than 0.8, it is clear that 
English Pop Song is effective to teach vocabulary to the students. 
 English Pop Songs also has attracted students’ attention in learning English 
vocabulary in the class. They did not get bored when they were learning. Even they 
focused on the teaching learning process. The reasons why English Pop Songs is effective 
to teach vocabulary because they love music, they can watch the song video, also they 
can listen to the music that bring new and comfort atmosphere while they learn 
vocabulary from the lyrics of the song. They also can sing the song, remember the 
meaning of the words without any forces. When they forgot the meaning of some words 
that they learned, they said that it easy to remember it again by singing the song. 
 The null hypothesis of this research is rejected and the alternative hypothesis is 
accepted based on the calculation of t-test that is higher than t-table. 
 To sum up, most of students performed significantly better on the post-test. This 
is due to the capabilities of songs that are highly memorable because of the rhythm, 
rhyme, and repetition of words and phrases. The language skill the students acquired 
were not only one but more since the video of English pop songs allows it to combine 
reading, speaking, and listening in single activity. 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
A. Conclusion 
Based on the analysis of pre-test and post-test, it can be concluded : (1) English Pop 
Songs is a good media to teach vocabulary. It increases the students’ vocabulary mastery 
significantly. (2) Vocabulary mastery of the students after the treatment by using English 
Pop Songs has increased. This fact can be seen through the mean score of students in 
post-test (73.2), which bigger than the mean score of the students in pre-test (54.02). As 
the result, the classification of students score moves positively from “poor to average” to 
“ average to good” criteria.(3)  The alternative hypothesis of this research is accepted and 
the null hypothesis is rejected. This conclusion is made based on the prove that the value 
of t-test (11.83) is bigger than the value of T table for degrees of freedom 35 at 
coefficient 0.05 (2.04). (4) There is a high significant of students’ pre-test and post-test 
interval score where the t-test 11.83 is higher than the t-table 2.04 and the effect size is 
2.01 and classified into high. It means that the students’ vocabulary mastery increases 
significantly, especially in nouns. 
 
 
 
 
B. Recommendations 
Teaching vocabulary through English Pop Songs has been proved as an effective 
media to teach vocabulary to the students. Therefore, all of English teachers (SMP 
teachers) who want to teach vocabulary to their students are suggested to use  English 
Pop Songs in their classroom and they can take the benefit from this media ( English Pop 
Songs). Teachers can apply English Pop Songs to teach vocabulary in every skill by 
expand the media to teach in skill of reading, speaking, listening, or writing based on the 
materials that the teacher want to give. For example, if the teacher wants to teach 
pronunciation, teachers can ask the students to pronouns the words correctly by hear the 
lyrics and sing the song. That way is more fun for the students. 
In this research, the researcher  just focus on the meaning of the words. To teach 
vocabulary in other step like spelling and pronouncing the words, it needs a further 
research to know whether English Pop Songs increases significantly students mastery on 
spelling and pronunciation or not. The teacher should be give more space and time for the 
students to do the independent work by letting them to learn in a group. This activity is 
very important to encourage the active participation and to develop the students’ social 
interaction.     
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